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The following admirable SPEECH -of Mr. -ERSKINE. » 
as Counſel for the Proſecution, in the Trial of Tuowas 
WILLIAus fer the Publication of a Libel, called 
Tne AGE or REASON, 2) Trowis Paint, 
agſer ves to be univerſally read and_confidered,— Though 
the Religion of Chriſt need not the efforts of human 
ingenuity to eftabliſh its truth, or confirm its excellence, 
it is notwithRanding, © gratifying to obſerve, that the 
talents of almoſt all thoſe <vhoſe exalted intellectual 
acquirements command the reſpect and admiration of 
mankind, have been either entirely or portially echployed 
in illuſtrating its doctrines, enforcing its precepts, ad- 
ducing its evidences, or ſucceſifully repelling the attacks 
of its enemies. 4 
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„ GENTLEMEN OF THE JURY, 


cc J% charge of Blaſphemy, which is put upon the record 
apainſt, the Printer of this publicatior , is not an accy» 
| ſation of the ſervants of the Crown, but comes before 
you ſanQioned by the oaths of a Grand Jury of the Country. 
It ſtood for trial upon a former day; but it happening, as it 
frequently does, without any imputation upon the gentlemen . 
named in the pannel, that a ſufficient number, did not appear 
to conſtitute a ſull Special Jury, I thought it my duty to 
withdraw the cauſe from trial, till I could have the opportunity 
which is now open to me of addreſſing myſeli to you, who were 
originally appointed to try it. I purſued this courſe, however, 
from no jealouſy of the Common Juries, appointed by the 
laws for the ordinary ſervice of the Court, fince my whole liſe 
has been one continued experience of their virtues ; but be- 
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cauſe I thought it of great importance, that thoſe who were ta 
decide upon a cauſe ſo very momentous to the public, -ſhould, 
have the higheſt poſſible qualifications for the decifion. That 
they ſhould not only be men capable from their educations of 
forming an enlightened judgement, but, that their fituations 
ſhould be ſuch as to bring them wnhin the full view of their 
enlightened couutry, to which in character and in eſtimation, 
they were in their own turns to be reſponible. | 
« Not having the honour, gentlemen to be ſworn for the Kiog, 
as one of bis Counſel, it has fallen much oftener to my lot to 
' defend indictments for libels, than to aſſiſt in the proſecution 
of them. But I feel no embarraſſment from that recollection; 
fiace I ſhall not be found to-day to expreſs a ſentiment, or to 


utter an expreſſion inconſiſtent with thoſe invaluable principles 


for which I have uniformly contended in the defenſe of others. 
Nothing that I bave ever ſaid, either profeſhonally or per- 
ſonally for the Liberty of the Preſs, do I mean to-day to con- 
tradict or counteract, On the contrary, I defire to preface the 
very ſhort diſcourſe I have to make to you, with reminding you, 
that it is your moſt ſolema duty to take care that it ſuffers no 
injury ia your hands. A free and unlicenſed preſs, [in the juf 
and legal ſenſe of the expreſſion / has led to all the blefings both of 
Religion and Government, which Great-Britain or any part. 
of the world at this moment enjoys, and is calculated till 
further to advance mankind to kigher degrees of civiliſation 
and happineſs. But this freedom, like every other, muſt be 
limited to be enjoyed; and, like every human 2dvantage, may 
be defeated by its abuſe. Wl 3 fo | 
Gentlemen! the Defendant ſtands indicted for having pub- 
liſhed this book, which l have only read from the obligations 
of profeſſional duty, and which I roſe from the reading of, 
with aſtoniſhment and diſguſt. Standing here with all the 
privileges belonging to the higheſt Counſel for the Crown, I 
ſhall be entitled to reply to any defenſe that ſhall be made for 
the publication. I ſhall wait with patience till 1 hear it. In- 


deed, if I were to anticipate the detenſe which I hear and 


read of, it would be defaming by anticipation the Learned 
Counſel who is to make it. For if I am to collect it, ev 
from a formal notice given to the proſecutors in the — fi 
the proceedings, I have to expect, that inſtead of a defenſe con- 
ducted according to the rules and principles of Enghfh 

and juſtice, the foundation of all our laws, and the fanction o 
all our juſtice, are to be ſtruck at and inſulted. What is t 
torce of that juriſdiction. which enables the Court to 6 i 
jadgement ? What but the oath which his Lordſhip, as wel 
es yourſelves, have ſwgra upon the Goſpel to fulfil, Yet is 
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(4) 
the King's Court, where his Majeſty is himſelf alſo ſworn to 
adminiſter the juſtice of England—ia the King's Court—who/ 
receives his high authority under a ſolemn oath to maintain 
the Chriſtian Religion, as it is promulgated by God in the 
THoly:Scriptures, 1 edel called upon, as Counſel for 
the proſecution, to produce a certain book deſcribed in the 
indictment to be the Holy Bible. No man deſerves to be upon 
the Rolls of the Court, who dares, as an Attorney, to put his 
name to ſuch a notice. It is an inſult to the authority and 
dignity of the Court of which he is an officer; fince it ſecms to 
call in queſtion the very foundations of its juriſdiction. _. 
ef this is to be the ſpirit and temper of the defenſe; if, as 
I collect from that array of books which are ſpread upon the 
benekes behind me, this publication is to be vindicated by an 
attack of all the truths which the Chriſtian Religion promul-' 
gates to mankind, let it be remembered that ſuch an argument 
was neither ſuggeſted nor juſtified by any thing ſaid by me on 
the part of the profecution. Ia this flage of the proceedings, It 
mall call for reverence to the ſacred Scriptures, not from 
their merits, unbounded as they are, but from their authority 
in a Chriſtian country—not from the obligations of conſcience, 
bur from the rules of law. For my own part, Gentlemen, I 
have been ever deeply devoted to the truths of Chriſtianity ; 
and my firm belief in the Holy Goſpel is by no means owing 
to the prejudices of education, (though 1 was religiouſly edu- 
cated by the beſt of Parents ;) but ariſes from the fulleſt and 
moſt continued reflections of my riper years and underſtanding. 
Tt forms, at this moment, the great confolation of a life, which, 
as a ſhadow, muſt pafs away; and without it, indeed, I ſhould 
conſider my long courſe of health and proſperity, (perhaps too 
| and too uninterupted to be good for any man,) only as 
the duſt which the wind ſcatters, and rather as a ſnare than 
as a blefling. Much, however, as I wiſh to ſupport the 
authority of Scripture from a reaſoned confideration of it, £ 
mall repreſs that ſubje& for the preſent. But if the defenſe 
ſhall be, as l have ſuſpected, to bring them at all into argu» 
ment or queſtion, I ſhall then fulfil a duty which 1 owe not 
only to the Court, as Counſel for the proſecution, but to the 
public, to ſtate what I feel and know concerning the evidences 
of that Religion which is reviled without being examined, 
and denied without being underſtood. 

«1 am well aware, that by the communications of a frea 
preſs, all the errours of mankind, from age to age, have been 
diſſipated and diſpelled; and I recolle& that the world, under 
the banners of reformed Chriſtianity, has ſtruggled through 
perſecution to the noble eminence on which it ſtands at this 
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moment, ſhedding the bleſſings of Humanity and-Science, upon 
the nations of the earth. It may be aſked, by what means 


the Reformation would have been effected if the books of the 


Reformers had been ſuppreſſed, and the errors of condemned 
and exploded ſuperſtitions, had been ſupported as unqueſtiona- 
ble by the State, founded upon thoſe very ſuperſtitions formerly 

as it is at preſent upon the doctrines of the tablihey 
Church? Or how, upon ſuch principles, any reformation, civi 

or religious, can in future be effected? The ſolution is eaſy; 
Let us examine what are the genuine principles of the Liberty 


of the Preſs, as they regard writings upon general ſubjects, 


unconnected with the perſonal reputations of private men, 
which are wholly foreign to the preſent inquiry? They are 
full of ſimplicity, and are brought as near perfection, by the 
Law of England, as perhaps is conſiſtent with any of the frail 
inſtitutions of mankind. 

Although every community mult eſtabliſh ſupreme authori, 
ties, founded upon fixed principles, and muſt give high powers 


to Magiſtrates to adminiſter laws for the preſervation of the. 


Government itſelf, and for the ſecurity of thoſe who are to be 
protected by it; yet, as infallibility and perfection belong nci- 
ther to human eſtabliſhments nor to human individuals, it 
ought to be the policy of all free Eſtabliſhments, as it is moſt 
peculiarly the principle of our own Conſlitution, to permit the 
moſt unbounded freedom of diſcuſſion, even by detecting errors 
in the Conſtitution or Adminiſtration of the very Government 
itſelf; ſo as that decorum is obſerved, which ,cvery ſtate muſt 
exact from its ſubjects, and which impoſes nq reſtraint upon 
any intellectual eompoſition, fairly, boneſtly, and decently ad- 
dreſſed to the conſeiences and underſtandings of men. Upon 
this principle J have an unqueſtionable right, (a right which 
the beſt ſubjects have exerciſed) to examine the principles. and 
ſtructure of the Conſtitution, and by fair, manly reaſoning, 
to queſtion the practice of its adminiſtrators. I have a right to 
conſider and to point out errors ip the one or ia the other; and 
not merely to reaſon upon their exiſtence, but to confider the 
means of their reformation, By ſuch free, wcll-intentioned, 


modeſt, and dignified communication of ſentiments and hi- 


_ 
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nions, all nations have been gradually improved, and milch, 


laws and purer religions have been eſtabliſhed. The ſame 
principles, which vindicate civil contentions honeſtly directed, 
extend their pratection to the ſharpeſt controverſies on 1cli- 
gious faiths. 2 , 


© This rational and legal courſe of improvement was recoge | 


niſed and ratified by Lord Kenyon, as the Law of England, 
in 2 late trial at Guildhall, when he Jooked back with grati- 
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tude to the labours of the Reformers, as the ſountains of our 
| re ious emancipation, and of the civil bleflings that followed 
heir train. The Enylith Conſtitution, indeed, does not 
| top ſhort in the toleration of religious opinions, but liberally 
extends it to practice. It permits every man, EVEN PUBLICLY, 
to worſhip God according to his own conſcience, though in 
marked diſſeut from the national eſtabliſhment, ſo as he pro- 
fefſes the general faith, which is the ſanction of al our moral 
duties, and the only pledge of our ſubmiſſion to the ſyſtem 
which conſtitutes a State. Is not this freedom of controverſy, 
and freedom of worſhip, ſufficient for all the purpoſes of 
human happineſs and improvement? And can it be neceſſary 
for either, that the law ſhould hold out indemnity to thoſe * 
who wholly. abjure and revile the Government of their Coun- 
try, or the Religion on which it reſts for its foundation ? 

«+ ] expect to hear, in anſwer to what I am now faying, much 
that will offend me. My Learned Friend. from the difficulties 
of his fituation. which, I know, ſrom expcricnce, how to feel for 
very ſincerely, may be driven to advance propofitions which 
it may be my duty, with much freedom, to reply to; and the 
Law will ſanction that freedom. But will not the ends of 
juſtice be completely anſwered by that right, to point out the 
errors of his diſcourſe, in terms that are decent, and calculated 
to expoſe ics deſects; or will any argument ſuffer, or will pub- 
lie juſtice be impeded, becauſe neither private honour and 
Juſtice, nor public decorum, would endute my telling my very 
Learned Friend, that he was a fool, a liar, and ſcoundrel, in 
the face of the Court, becauſe I diſfered from him in argument 
or opinion? This is juſt the diſtinction between a book of free 
legal controverſy and the book which 1 am arraigning before 
you. Every man has a legal right to inveſtigate, with modett 
and decency, controverſial points of the Chriſtian Religion; 
but no man, conliſtently with a law, which only exiſts under 
its ſanctions, has a right not only broadly to deny its very 
exiſtence, but to pour forth a ſhocking and inſulting invective, 
which the loweſt eſtabliſhments, in the gradations of civil au- 
thority, ought not to be permitted to ſuffer, and which ſoon 
would be borne down by inſolence and diſobedience if they 
did. 

«The ſame principle pervades the whole ſyſtem of the law, 
not merely in its abſtract theory, but in its daily and moſt 
" applauded practice. The intercourſe between the ſexes, and 
which, properly regulated, not only continues, but humanizes 
and 6 our natures, is the foundation of all the thouſand 
X romaànces, plays, and novels, which are in the hands of every 
pody. Some of them lead to the confirmation of every vit+ 


ſuous piineiple; others, thoogh with the ſame proſeſſion, ad- 
dreſs the imagination, in a manner sto lead the paſons into 
dangerous exteſſes. But though the Law does not nicely 
diſeriminate the various ſhades which diſtinguiſli theſe works 
from one another, ſo as that it ſoffers many to paſs, throughvits 
liberal ſpirit, that upon pranciple might be ſupprefſed;. would 
it of does it: tolergte, or does any. decent man: contend that 
it ought. to paſs hy unpuniched, libels of the moſt 'ſhamelets 
obſcenity, manifeſtly pointed to debauch inna enee. and to 
blaſt and poiſon the. morals of the riſng generation ? This; 38 
5 ween the work of an author, who fairly exerciſes the powers 
of his mind, in inveſtigating doctrinal poipts»inthe religion of 
any country, and him Who attacks the rational exiſtence of 
every religion, and brands with abſurdity, and folly the State 
which ſauctions, and the obedient. tools who! cheriſh the delu- 
ſion. But this publication, appears to. me io be as miſchievous 
and cruel in its probable effects, as it is mahifeſtiy illegal in its 
principles; becapſe it ſtrikes-at: the beſt; ; ſometimes, alas l the 
only refuge and conſolation amidſt the diſtreſſes and afflictibns 
of the world. The poor and bumble, whom it aſfects to pitg, 
may be (tabbed to, the heart by it. They bavr more coetaion 
For firm, hopes beyond the gtave, than thoſe who have grepior 
- £omſorty to render life ge nful. Kean concefte a digg 


but virtvogs mag, ſurrounded by children, legkiug u 
dr bread. When Rebe none, 18 
Jaſt day's Jaboumnand ynegaal to; 


nen, yet ſtill looking up 
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v:3:h,caofidence to the bor when all years ſhall-be wiped: from 
the eyes of alfliction, hearing the hüriben laid upon them by 


a myſterious Providence which he gderes aud looking forwaril 


with exultation to the revealed promiſes of bis Creator, when 


he ſhall be greater than the, greateſt, and happier than the 
happieſt of mankind. What a change in ſuch a: mind might 
not he wrought, by.ſach 3 mercileſe publitation? Gentlemen! 
whetber thete remarks are the overcharged declamations of an 
2 Counſel, or the juſt reflect ions af a man anxious for 
the public freedom; - which is beſt ſecured by the morabs of 2 
nation, will be. beſt ſettled. by an appeal to the paſſages in the 
Work, that are ſelected by the indictment ſor your conſidera- 
tion and judgmept. Lou are at liberty to connect them with 
every context and ſequel, and to beſtow upon them the mildeſt 
interpretation. [Here Mt. Erftine read and commented upon ſeveral 
of the ſelected faſſagis, ang; then p rocerded as follows :)—Gentlemen, 
it would be uſeleſs and difguſting to enumerate the other 
paſſages within the ſcope of the; indictment; How: any man 
gan rationally vipdicate-the publication of ſuch a: book, in a 


nly another illuſtration to demouſtrate the obvious diſtioction 
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Se where the Chriſtian Religion is the very foundati 
* the law of the land, I am — at a loſs to conceive, an 


ave no ideas for the diſeoſfion of? How is the rribunal, whoſe 
hole juriſuĩction is founded upon the ſolemn belief and prac- 
tice of what is denied as falſehood, and reprobated as impiety 
to deal with ſuch anomalous defenſe ? Upon what principle is 
it even offered to the Court, whoſe authority is contemned 
and mocked at? If the religion propoſed to be called in queſ- 
tion, is not previouſly adopted in belief and ſolemnly ated 
upon, what authority has the Court to.paſs any judgment at 
all of acquittal or copdemnation? Why am I now, or upon 
any other occaſion, to ſubmit to your Lordſhip's authority? 
Why am | now, or atany4ime to addreſs twelve of my equals, 
-as I am now addreſſing yon with reverence and ſubmiſſion ? 
Under what ſanction are the witneſſes to give their evidence, 
without which there can be no trial? Under what obligations 
can I call upon you, the Jury repreſenting your Country, to 
-adminiſter juſtice ! Surely upon no other than that you are 
worn to adminiſter it under the oaths you have taken. The 
whole judicial fabrick, from the King's ſovereign authority 
to the loweſt office of magiſtracy has no other foundation. The 
whole is built, both in form and ſubſtance, upon the ſame oath 
ol gvery one of its miviſters to do juſtice as GOD SHALL HELP 
Tun HEREAFTER. What God? and what hereafter? That 
Bod, undoubtedly, who has commanded Kingg to rule, and 
Judges to decree with juſtice ; who has ſaid to witnefles, not 
y the voice of nature, but in revealed commandmente—TEow 
\SHALL NOT BEAR FALSE WITNEfS AGAINST THY NEIGHBOUR ; 
and who has enforced obedience to them by the revelation of 
KDleſſings which ſhall attend their obſervances, and the aweful 
Puniſhments which ſhall await upon their tranſgreſſions. - But 
it ſeems, this is an Age of Reaſon, and the time and the perſon 
are at laſt arrived, that are to diſſipate the errors which have 
overſpiead the paſt generations. of ignorance. 'The believers 
in Chriſtiarity are many, but it belongs to the ſew that are 
-wile to correct their creduliry. Belicf is an act of reaſon, and 
ſuperior reaſon may, therefore, dictate io the weak. In e. 
ahbe mind along the long liſt of fincere and devout Chriſtians, 
-cannot help lamenting, that Newton had not lived to this day, 
do have had his ſhallowneſs filled up by this new flood of light. 
But the ſubject is two aweful for irony. '' I will ſpeak plainly 
and directly. Newton was a Christian! Newton, whoſe mind 
| burſt forth from the fettexs caſt by nature vpon our finite con- 
-ceptions—Newton, whoſe ſcience was truth, and the founda- 
tion of whoſe knowledge of it was philoſophy. Not thoſe 


vifonary and arrogant preſumptions, which too often uiorÞ 


{ 9) 0 
its name, but philoſophy reſting upon the bafis of matheniathe 
name, but philoſophy reſting upon s 3 


which, like figures, eannot lie. Newton, who carried the 
and rule to the uttermoſt barriers of creation, and explored 
the principles by which, no doubt, all created matter is held 
together and exiſts, But this extraordinary man, in the mighty 
reach of his mind, overlooked, perhaps, the errors, which 2 
minuter inveſtigation of the created things on this earth might 
have taught him of the efſence of his Creator. What thall 
then be {aid of the great Mr. Boyle, who looked into the Or- 
ganic Structure of all Matter, even to the brute inanimate 
ſubſtances, which the foot treads on. Such a man may be ſup- 
poſed to have been equally qualified with Mr. Pain to look 
through Nature up to Nature's God. Yet the reſult of all his 
contemplation was the moſt confirmed and 'devout belicf-in-all 
which the other holds in contempt, as deſpicable and driveiling 
ſuperſtition, But this error might, perhaps, ariſe from a want 
of due attention to the foundations of human judgment, and 
the ſtructure of that underſtanding which God has given us 
for the inveſtigation of truth. Let that queſtion be anfwered 
by Mr. Locke, who was to the higheſt pitch of devotion and 
adoration, a Chriſtian, Mr. Locke, whoſe office was to detect 
the errors of thinking, by going up to the fountains of thought, 
and to ditect into the proper track of reaſbning, the devious 
mind of man,” by ſhowing him its whole procels, from the fieft 
perceptions of ſenſe to the laſt concluton. of ratiocinatipn, 
putting a rein befides upon faiſe opinion, by practical rules 
for the conduct of human judgment. But theſe men were 
only deep thinkers, and lived in their cloſets, unaccuſtomed 
to the traffic of the world, and to the laws which practically 
regulate mankind. 8 9 e 

« Gentlemen ! in the place where we now fit to aUminiſter 
the juſtice of this great country, above a. century ago, the 
never to be forgotten Sir Matthew Hale prefided; whole faith 
in Chriſtianity is an exalted commentary upon its truth and 
reaſon, and whoſe life was a glorious example of its: truits in 
man, adminiſtering human juſtice with a wiſdom and purity 
drawn from the pure fountain of the Chriſt an diſpenſation, 
which has been, and will be, in all ages, a ſubject of the higheſt 
reverence and admiration. But it is ſaid by the Author, that 
the Chriſtian fable is but the tale of the more ancient ſuperſti- 
tions of the world, and may be eafily detected by a proper 
underſtanding of the Mythologies of the Heathens. Did not Mil- 
ton underſtand thoſe mythologies ? Was he leſs verſed than Mr. 
Pain in the ſuperſtitions of the world? No, they were the 
ſubject of his immortal ſong; and though ſhui out from all 
recurrence to them; he poured them forth from the ſtores” uf 3 
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memory rich with, all that man ever knew, and laid them in 
order as the illuſtration of that real and exalted faith, the un- 
queſtionable ſource of that fer vid genius, which caſt a ſort of 
ſhade upon all the other works of man . | 


He paſſed the bounds of flaming ſpace; ' 
Where Angels tremble while they gaze; 
He ſaw, till blaſted with exceſs of light © 
He cloſed his eyes in endleſs night. 


But it was the light of the body only that was extinguiſhed ; 
« The celeſtial light ſhone inward, and enabled him to juſtify 
the ways of God to man.” The reſult of his thinking was 
nevertheleſs not the ſame as the Author's. The myſterious 
incarnation of our bleſſed Saviour (which this work blaſphemes 
in words ſo wholly unfit for the mouth of a. Chriſtian, or for 
the ear of a Court of Juſtice, that I dare not, and will not 


give them utterance) Milton made the grand concluſion of the 


Paradiſe Loſt, the reſt from his finiſhed labours and the ul- 
timate hope, and expectation, and glory of the world, 


. A Virgin is his Mother, but his Sire. | 
The Power of the Moſt High; he ſhall aſcend, , 
The Throne hereditary, and bound his reign | 


„ With Earth's wide bounds, his glory with the Heav'ns, 


« The immortal Poet having thus put into th&*mouth of the 
Angel, the prophecy of man's redemption, ſbilows it with the 
folema and beautiful admanition, addreſſed in the poem to our 
great firſl parent, but intended as an addreſs to his polterity 
through all generations. 5 ; | 


This having learn'd, thou haſt attain'd the ſum 
Of Wiſdom ; hope no higher, tho? all the ſtars 
Thou knew'ſt by name, and all th' ethereal powr's, 
All ſecrets of the deep, all Nature's works, 

Or works of God in heav'n, air, earth or ſea, 
And all the riches of this world enjoyd'ſt, 

And all the rule, one empire; only add | 
Deeds to thy knowledge anſwerable, add faith, 
Add vittue, paticnce, temperance; add love, 
By name to come call'd Charity, the Soul 

Of all the reſt: Then wilt thou not be loth 
To leave this Paradiſe, but ſhalt poſſeſs 

A Paradiſe within thee, happier far. 


Thus you find all that is great, or wiſe, or ſplendid, or 
illuſtrious, amongſt created beings; all the minds gifted beyond 


(iron: 


ordinary nature, if not inſpired by its univerſal author for the 
ad vancement and dignity of the world, though divided by 
diſtant ages, and the claſhing opinions, diſtinguiſhing them 
from one another, yet joining as it were in one ſublime chorus, 
to celebrate the truths of Chriſtianity, and laying upon its holy 
altars the never- fading offerings of their immortal wiſdom. 

« Againſt all this concurring teſtimony, we find ſuddenly, 
ſrom the author of this book, that the Bible teaches nothing 
ut © lies, obſcenity, cruelty, and injuſtice.” Had the author, or 
-publiſher, ever read the Sermon of Chriſt upon the Mount, in 
which the great principles of. our faith and duty are ſummed 
up?—Let us all but read. and practiſe it, and lies, obſcenity, 
cruelty, and injuſtice, and all human wickedneſs would be ba- 
niſhed from the world!“ oF as 

« There is but one conſideration more, which I cannot 
poſlibly omit, becauſe I confeſs it affects me very deeply. The 
authour of this book has written largely on public Liberty and 
Government; and this laſt performance-has, on that account, 
been more widely circulated, and principally among thoſe who 
attached themſelves from principle to his former works. This 
circumſtance renders a public attack upon all revealed Religion, 
from ſuch a writer, infinitely more dangerous. The religious 
and moral fenſe of the People of Great-Brizain, is the great 
anchor which alone can hold the veſſebof the State amidſt the 
ſtorms which agitate the world; and.if I could believe for a 
moment, that the maſs of the people were to be debauched 
from the principles of Religion, which forms the true baſs 
of that humanity, charity, and benevolence, that has been fo 
long the national characteriſtic, inſtead of mixing myſelf, as I 
ſometimes have done, in political reformations, I would rather 
retire to the uttermoſt corner of the earth, to avoid their agi- 
tation; and would bear, not only the imperſections and abuſes 
complained of in our own wile eſtabliſhment, but even the 
worſt Government that ever cxiſted in the world, rather than 
go to the work of reformation with a multitude ſet free from 
all the charities of Chriſtianity, who had no ſenſe of God's 
exiſtence; but from Mr. Pain's Obſervation of Nature, which 
the maſs of mankind have no leiſure to contemplate ; nor any 
belief, of future rewards and puniſhments, to animate the good 
in the glorious purſuit of human happineſs, nor to deter the 
wicked from deſtroying it even in its birth. 

„But I know the People of England better—They are a 
religious People, and with the bleſfing of God, as far as it is in 
my power, I will lend my aid to keep them ſo. I have no ob- 
jections to the freeſt and moſt extended diſcuſſions upon doctrinal 
points of the Chriſtian Religion, and though the law of England 
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where "no? permit id, 1 do not dread the reaſoned arguments of 
Deiſts againſt the cxiſtence of Chriſtianity itſelf, becauſe, as 
was ſaid by its Divine Author, if it be of God, it will ſland.— 
An intellectual book, however erroneous, addreſſed to the in- 
tellectual world upon ſo profound and complicated a ſubject, 
can never work the miſchief which this indictment is calculated 
to repreſs. Such works will only employ the minds. of men 
enlightened by ſtudy, to a deeper inveſtigation of a ſubject 
well worthy of their deepeſt and continued contemplation. —- 
The powers of the mind are given for human improvement, in 
the progreſs of human exiſtence. The changes produced by 
ſuch reciprocations of lights and intelligences, are certain in 
heir progreſſions, and make their way imperceptibly, as 
conviction comes upon the world, by the final and irreſiſtible 
power of truth. If Chriſtianity be founded in falſehood, let 
us become Deiſts in this manner, and l am contented. But this 
book has no ſuch object, and no ſuch capacity: it preſents 
no arguments to the "wiſe and eulightened. On the contrary, 
it treats the faith and opinions of the wiſcſt with the moſt 
\hocking contempt, and ſtirs up men without the advantage of 
earning, or ſober thinking, to- a total diſbelief of every thing 
*hitherro held ſacred; and conſequently to a rejection of alt 
the laws and ordinances of the State, which ſtand aply upon 
the aſſumption of their zruth. n 

+ < Gentlemen! Icannot conclude without cxpreſſingshe deepeſt 
regret at all attacks upon the Chriſtian Religjon, by authors 
ho profeſs to promote the civil liberties of the world. For 
undet what other auſpices than Chriſtianity, have the loſt and 
[fubverted liberties of mankind in former ages been re-aſſerted ? 
By what zeal but the warm zeal of devout Chriſtians, have 


- Engliſh Liberties been redeemed and conſecrated ? Under 


- what other ſanRions, even in our own days, have liberty and 


happineſs been extending and ſpreading to the uttermoſt 


corners of the earth? What work of civiliſation, what common- 
wealth of greatneſs, has this bald Religion of Nature ever 
eſtabliſhed? We ſee, on the contrary, the nations that have 
no ether light than that of Nature to direct them, ſunk in 
barbariſm, or flaves to arbitrary Governments ; whilſt, ſince 
the Chriſtian æra the great career of the world has been 
-Nowly, but clearly advancing. lighter at every ſtep, from the 
aweſul prophecies of the Gofpel; and leading I truſt, in the 
end, to univerſal and eternal happineſs. Each generation of 
mankind can ſce but a few revolving links of this mighty and 
myſterious chain; but, by doing our ſeveral duties in our al- 
Jotted ſtations, we are (ure, that we are fulfilling the purpoſes 
ol our exiſtence, You, I truſt, will ſulfil yours this day!” 
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[On the ſpeech made by the Counſel for the Defendant; Me. 
Frikine's reply, and Lord Kenyon's obſervations, furniſh the 
only proper obſer vations. *  ©* * 49+ 

Me Erſtine made a moſt eloquent reply. He ſaid; he was 
bound, in reſpect to his Learned Friend, as a Member of 4 
moſt honourable profeſſion, to ſuppeſe, that he was placed it # 
very irkſome fituation, to be called on for a defence fo ex- 
ceedingly difficult to make, and ſo extremely delicate to ma- 
nage, without violating that common decency that was due to 
a Court of Juſtice. He could not, therefore, help confidering 
him as entitled to a conſiderable degree of indulgence. Mr. 
Erſkine here adverted to ſeveral of the paſſages ſelected from 
the Old Teſtament, and proceeded to explain the reaſon of their 
introduction into the ſacred writings, —The hiſtory of man, he 
ſaid, was the hiſtory of man's vices and paſſions, which could 
not be cenſured without adverting to their exiſtence; and 
many of the inſtances that fad been referred to, were Fecorded 
as memorable warnings and examples for the inſtruQtion of 
mankind. "oh 8 4 

Mr. Erſkine next adverted moſt forcibly and deeply to the 
evidences of Chriſtianity, particularly thoſe that were founded 
on that ſtupendous ſcheme of prophecy, which formed one of 
the moſt unanſwerable arguments for the truth of the Chriſtian 
Religion, it was not,” he ſaid © the purpoſe of God to de- 
ſtroy free agency by over:powering the human mind with the 
irreſiſtible light, and conviction of Revelation; but to leave 
men to coMfle&t its truths, as they were gradually illuſtrated in 
the accompliſhment of the Divine promiſes. of the Goſpel. 
Bred as he was to the conſideration of evidence, he declared 
he confidered the prophecy concerning the deſtruction of the 
Jewiſh nation, if there was nothing elſe to ſupport Chriſtianity, 
abfolutely irrefiſtible. The diviſion of the Jews into tribes; 
to preſcrve the genealogy of Chriſt, the diſtinction of the tribe 
of Judab, from which he was to come; the lofs of that dif» 
tinction when that end was accompliſhed; the predicted de- 
parture of the ſceptre from Iſrael ; the deſtruction of the Temple 
at Jeruſalem, which Imperial munificence in vain attempted te 
rebuild to diſgrace the prophecy ; the diſperſion of this nation 
over the face of the whole earth; the ſpreading of the Goſpel 
throughout the world; the perſecutions of its true Miniſters; 
and the foretold ſuperſtitions which for ages had defiled its 
worſhip—theſe were topicks upon which Mr. Erfkine ex- 
patiated with great eloquence, and produced a moſt powerful 
effect on every part of the audience. He concluded with a 
vindication of the authors of this proſecution. He ſaid, they 
were men of the higheſt character and greateſt conſideration 
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in the e country Many of them were charged with the offices 


of Religion; others of them were cloathed with the robes of- 
Magiſtracy; moſt of them were men of deep learning and, 


' thinking; and all of them juſtly entitled to the thanks of the 


Public for their noble exertions in the cauſe of Religion and 
Virtue. 


LORD KENYON 's CHARGE. 


© GenTLenen or THe. Jony,. 


„Being how in poſſeſſion of all the facts of this eaſe, and 
convinced, in my gw mind, what concluſion ought to be 
drawn from them, I am not ſure that it is neceffary to ſay any 
thing at all to vou upon the ſubject. Gentlemen, before you 
proceed to decide on the merits of this or any other cauſe, 
It is proper to ſee whether the parties litigating ſtand in a 
fair light before you. I was extremely hurt when the learned 
Counſel for the Defendant thought fit to ſtate to you, with 
very conſiderable emphaſis, and a very determined tone of 
voice, that this was a ſcandalous proſceution. I cannot help. 
wiſhing that ſentence had not been uttered. Who commenced 
this proſecution [ certainly know not. But from what fell 
from the very learned Counſel who has juſt fat down, I am 
inclined to ſuppoſe it proceeded from a Society of Gentlemen 
inſtituted ſor the moſt important of all purpoſes, for preſerving 
the morals of the people; a ſociety compoſed of Clergymen 
and Laymen of the moſt reſpectable characters in the king- 


dom; who, ſeeling how the country,is over-run with profligacy 


an wickedneſs; which boldly raiſe their heads in defiance of 
the law of the land, were determined to ſee whether, in the 
firſt place, by admonition and advice, they could not {top the 
rorrent ot vice and immorality; and ſecondly if that fou 


fail, to try what could be done by puniſhment. if people 
with the very-beſt intentions carry on proſecutions that are 


means. But the manner in which this proſecution: has been 


conducted, is certainly not oppreſſive; for inſtead of proceeding 


oppreflive, the end may not always perhaps ſanctify the 


in the more expenſive mode, the Proſecutors went before 4 


Grand Jury of the country: and it was neceſſary to obtain 
rhe opinion of that Grand Jury before the party could be put 
in proceſs. | : 
Gentlemen] we ſit here in a Chriſtian Aſſembly to adminiſter 
the laws of the land, and I am to take my knowledge of what 
the law is from that which has been ſanctioned by a great 
variety of legal deciſions. I am bound to ſtate to you what 
my predeceſſors in Mr. Woolſton's_caſe (2 Strange, 134) ſtated 
half a century ago, in this Court of which I am an humble 
Member; namely, that the Chriſtian Religion is part of the law 


of the land. Chriſtianity from its earlieſt inſtitution met with 


its oppoſets. Its profeſſors were very ſoon called upon to 
publiſh their apologies for the doctrines they had embraced. 
In what manner they did that, and whether they had the 
advantage of their adverſaries, or ſuak under the ſuperiority of 


their arguments, mankind for near two thouſand years have. 


had an opportunity of judging. They have ſeen what Julian, 
Juſtin Martyr, and other Apologiſts have written, and have deen 


of opinion the argument was in favour of thoſe very publi- 


cations. The world has been lately favqured with anblher 
apology from a moſt learned and reſpectable Prelate, who calls 
his work An Apology for the Chriſtien Religion. I hall not 
decide between the merits of the one and the other. The 
publications themſelves are in the hands of the world; and [ 
lincerely wiſh in the concluding language of the work to which 
1 have juſt referred (1 do not affect to uſe the very words) 
I fincerely wiſh that the author of the work in queſtion may 
become partaker of that faith in revealed religion, which he 
has ſo groſsly defanied, and may be enabled to make his Peace 
with God for that diſorder which he has eadeavoured to the 
utmoſt of his power to intrpduce into Society. We have heard 
to-day, that the light for Nature, and the contemplation of 
the works of creation are ſufficient without any other revela- 


tion of the divine will. Socrates, Plato, Xenophon, Tully— 


eactvof them in their turns profeſſed they wanted other lights; 
and knowing and profeſſing that God was good, they took it 
for granted the time would come, when he would impart a 
farther revelation of his will to mankiad. Ihough they 
walked as it were through a cloud, darkly, they. hoped their 


poſterity would almoſt ſee God face to ſace. This condition of 


mankind has met with reprehenfion to-day, 
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the great truths of religion, which, thank God, i was taught 


in my early, years to believe, and of which the hour of reflec, 


tion aud inquiry, inſtead of producing any doubt, has fully, 
confirmed me in; 1 cx the learned Counſel for the De- 
fendant would have differed the caſe of the Publiſher, from 
that of the Author of this work z. that, he would have en- 
deavoured to convince you that whatever guilt might belong ta 
the Author nothing was imputable to the publiſher, He has 
to my utter ſurpriſe, exactly reverſed the caſe. , He tells you it 
was originally publiſhed at Paris in 1794; that the feelings of 


the Author's friends were wounded by this work, which I call. 


a. nefarious publication, and that it was in a great meaſure 
forgotten ;; and you are now called upon to judge of the merits 
or demerits of the Puhliſher, who has brought forth a ſtill- 
born work, forgotten by every body, till he ventured, in de- 
ſtance of the verdicts of mankind on the Author's political 


work, to ſend it forth among the iohabitants of this country. 


Valeſs it was for the moſt malignant purpoſes, I cannot conceive. 
why it was publiſl, ed. It is, however, for you to judge of 
It, aud to do juſtice between the Public and the Deſcendant.” 


The Jury inſtantly found the Defendant=outtrry N 
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